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MEMORANDTM FOR: Ceputy Chie’, Wf Divieron — Re Ve Oe 


SUBJECT °  : Neeting with Norman KOTHMAN 
and David M. M2CONNELL 


a de ene areal ie 


REFERENCE’ : Your Grai Directive of Thursday, 29 June 1961" : 


: ~ 1. ‘On Thursday, 29 June 1961, I met wits Norman RUTHMAN and | ° . 
; David NcCONNELL in the office of the Dep. *y Attorney General to oe ; 
evaluate, per your dtrective, Mr, ROTHMAN's* claim to cpe-ational: - 
assets inside Cuba and alsewhere in the Caritbeas area. The. 9°.” 
~- mooving- tasver trom I60c fo 1830 hours. it was agreed by the - ” 
participants of this meeting | that Mr. ROTHMAN would return ta . 
Miami on Friday, 30 June, and that Mr. McCORNELL would telephone -- 
me at the office of the ee Attorney General on Wedr.esdays> - .¢- 
S July, for our evaluation of Mr. ROTEMAN's i ae potential 


in Cuban affairs. 4 


2. Mr. McCONNELL requested to meet with me privately in the 


conference room. He advised me that he was a ieading political 


figure in the Democratic Party machine in North Carolina, that he 


was acquainted with nymero.s Govarnme:t figures in Washington 
(including Robert Fen:ecy, General Taylor, ani Zeneral ven Fleety,- 
that, he was a corporate tax Lawyer who was seals very welt in his 
home town of Charlotte, North Carolina. and that ne was concerned 
over the embarrassment to the Kennedy admi: weatirutd aa caused by 

the Cuban "fiasco." Ke further advised me *hat-hes interest in 

this case was that of an American anxious to fignt Commenism in 

the Westerr Ramisphere and to ensure that the [.S. Guvernment 

made maximum use of cperatioral potential asa represented in the 
person and claims of Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. MeCONNSLL noted that, 
according to. ROTEMAN's story, ROTHMAN had assets ard capabiiities. - 
whicn would enable him (ROTHMAN) to destroy the arms ctings on the 
plantation of ex-President CARDENAS of ier ona to set up operational 
bases in the Yucatan at a cost cf $50 to G1,X, te sahotage targets 
in Cuba identified by the U.3, Government, ear ti previde posttive 
intelligence on tha activities of Chiness Comranist groups in the 


Weatern Hemisphere. 
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ae 3. I-aned- the peinte listed by Mr. MCCONNELL to debrief 
. Mr. ROTHMAN on ‘hia claims cf assets which can be used agdirst : 
- Cuba and other targets in the Wes% arn fleniaphere. “Mr. ROTEMAN . 
- told me that:he was ‘an-American cttiien, born on 26 December 1924, 
at ‘Kew York city, ‘that he runs the bar in -the Bel Air Hotel, ; : tg 
Miami, Florida, that he'was formerly the ower of “Sans Souci, . . Fe ae 

ae | Aightelwh in Ravana, agd that he iived at 425 Surfaide Boulevard’: ee on 

-During ‘the’ interview Mr. ROTEMAN, when: questioned .: - 


VR eae. we ne odenas 


‘ ‘interested in working against CASTRO who.<xecited three of 

, cme. we Rha close, dear friends.': When asked for the nases of | these v gage 

sae _* friends, Mr. ROTHMAN was not abié to give these in full. . 4! 
ne ; ‘, ‘> After ten mirmtes, he named these’. friends as Rogelic GONZALEZ 4 Fe 
- - (yar. name - "Francisco")5 Sort MARIN$ and Efigenio FERNANDEZ. 0 


= > He has an operatipnal capability te destroy arms dumps 
. which he claims are located on the finca of ex-President ‘ 
7 CARDENAS of Mexico. He has contact with agent asseta located : 
; _in Mexico through certain Mexican friends whom he refused 
~ to identify. He added that be had made cortact as racantly 
* as- four to » five months ago with these Mexican friends. 


. . in Mfant,: Florida. . a 
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‘e. He is very familiar with the terraic and pecpie ef 
the Yucatan peninsula. when asked for the date of his last 
visit to the Tucatan, he said that he had been there for 
two days at some time in 1959. He added that he had constructed 
an air strip at some point in the Iucatan which was capable 
ae of taking two B-26's and two P-Si‘s. He eaid that no one 
° knews of the location or existence of this particular atr strip. 
-When asked who had built the strip and when it was built, 
Mr. ROTEMAN said that the strip had been built by Indian 
te cee a oe ene fonds... dhen-it-uwss-pointed-out to him that certainly these 
Indian friends would know of its extatence, he said that they 
were loyal to him and that so ore in the provincial or national 
t governments of Mexico knew of this strip. When asked if a 
plane had evar landed on thia strip, Mr. RCTHMAN said that 
i one B-26 had landed there. When asked how he managed to 
; : provide fuel and maintenance for aircraft located at this 
Stzip, Mr. RCTHMAN was not able, or chose not, to give an 


: : exact reply, . 
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= “@. Mr. ROTHMAN said. that he had the, ena and: one 


- vd. He {a well acquainted with Sanchez ARAWGO.' He said — 
that he meets frequentiy with ARAWIO and considers him a : oth oie 
-good personal friend. When questioned; Mz. ROTOAN sata. ae i 
that he had last met Mr. ARANQO six. weeks ago. He was ‘not. - ey te a ee 
‘Ee. said. ttiat . 


able to give the home addreas of Mr. ARAKOO. 


wy: Femueds. 


. capabilities’ to attack or sabotage any target of our chobeing. 
ia Gubde.. He aaid that he had a basic plan for the assassina--~ 
tion of Fidel CASTHO. He said.-that his plan called for -an 
air attack with napalm against CASTRO at 6. time :wheo the: 
Prine Minister was addressing one of his rallies in Havana. 
‘He said that he had one hundred pilots who had participated 
in the invasion of Cuba and who were now asking employment i 
‘as flyers for the Congolese Air Force. He refused to. identify 
any of the pilots by name. When it was pointed out to his ; 
that the names of those Pilots asxing exmplcyment in tHe Congo” 
were 4 : recordys-he eaid that those pilots 

whom he was particularly interested were: not making 
application for such exployment. 
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f. He aaid: that he had mary agents going in and out of 
Cuba. When asked how many agenta he controlled, Mr. ROTHMAN 
was not able to give an exact figure. When he was asked 

how many agents he sent into Cuba during the last year, he 
was not able to give an exact figure. When asked how aany 
agents he was in contact with this date, Mr. ROTHMAN gave the 
figure of six. When I asked how these agents were able to-. 
travel back and forth in view of the diffiqulties in making 
frequent visits to Cuba, Mr. ROTHMAN said that his agente 
were in the tourist travel bureaus or in export-ixpart 
businesses,and antered the States via third countries. When 
asked at what date he had lest had contact with these agents, 
Mr. ROTHMAH was rit dble to give ah exact date. Sr. ROTHMAN 
aaid that with these. unnaned assets abore, he had the 
capability to make money exchanges between the United States 
amd Cuba, and offered to be of service to the U.S. Government 
in any requirement along this dine. 


g. He eaid thav he knew of many Chinese Communists going 
inte Canada fron Cuba. When asked to identify the source of 
this information and the nanés‘of these Chinese, Mr. ROTHMAN 
said that he had not brought any record information with hin 
and did not feel he conoid be asked tc produce his factual data 


at this time. 
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He added ‘that he ais0 


Communist groups in: 
his last visit to’ 


he (Wr. ROTDUH) would 
He eaid that.he had pur 
which was the first boat.’ 


° i. He ‘said that he was a close eriend of John Abbes 
Garcia, Chief of the Dominican Republic Security. He said 
‘that hts last visit to the Dosinican Republic was in 1959, 
. He said that he had access to people in the Dominican Republic. 
‘> “He did not identify further these assats nor did he identify 
: the. means of communication to thea. . 


lh, At the conclusion of the intarview with Mr. ROTHMAN, 

Mr. McCORNELL asked to see me privately. During. this interview, 

Hr. NoCONNELL again emphasized that his interest in this case was - 
- simply that of ‘a good American whe was interested in fighting 

Communion . MY. MoCONNELL said that, in his opinion, an individual 

with Mr. ROTHMAN's character. and background certainly should be . 

weeful in the glores-off fight against Cosmunian. He felt that, 

it might be to the national interest to mke use of Mr. ROTHKAN . 

ageinst CASING and against Comumiam in the Western Hemisphere, 

and give precedence to this use over any intent to prosecute 

Mr. ROTHMAN for violations of Federal laws. Again Mr. McCONNELL 

named his acquaintances in the Departmant of Defense, in the 

Department of Justice and in the White House. He added, ct this 

time, that he wes entertaining tho thought of entering the adxinis- 

tration in in some official capeot ty. 


14-00000 


= Ps a 
i 
ee ce 8 


: _ §. . Cosment: rs ‘ROTHMAN €id-not ‘satiety se that.be haa. 
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oe controls those agent and ‘material assets to ichich: 
} do not believe it-ia in-the interéat of the 0.8. Gore 


‘ind iumstiately. I also believe that Mr. Waite of a representative |” 
| the Department of Justice should advise Mr. MCCONNELL that ge 
- the Governsent’is not satisfied with Mr 2 ge Be 
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